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Ms. HATTORI Michiko

Hiroshima Survivor (exposed to a-bomb at age 16)

Ms. Hattori worked as a nurse for the Military Medicine Department during the war. She
was exposed to the atomic bombing and lost consciousness 3.5 km away from the
hypocenter. She was shaken awake by a Japanese soldier and ran into an air-raid shelter,
and for the following several days, without food or water, had to treat the injured and
dispose of the dead. Ms. Hattori left Hiroshima and moved around the country after the war
ended, but continued to suffer from discrimination and illness caused by radiation from the
atomic bomb. Since 1985 she has been giving testimonies at schools and other places to
explain the reality of nuclear weapons.
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As | am here in Singapore today, | pray that all the souls that was lost during the
war may rest in peace, regardless of the sides they were on. During the war time my
father worked for the Japanese military as a chief of military radio communication
on the boat used to carry supplies here.One time my father’s ship was struck by a
torpedo in the sea off the coast of Seram. He stayed on the ship to send out an SOS
until the very last moment, and was the last one to jump in to the ocean when the
ship finally sunk.But my father couldn’t swim. He clung to one of his co-workers in
the rough water. The co-worker shouted, “Get off me! We will both drown.” But
hearing my father say “Please, it’s me” the co-worker said “Oh chief — | couldn’t
leave you. Hold onto my belt”; and that is how my father was saved. Later on, my
father told me “Michiko, | was saved because | was good to people on daily basis. If
you do good everyday, someone will be there when you are in trouble. If you are
trouble to others, no one will be there for you.” The ocean near here is a memorable
place for my father.

All adult male were sent to war. While their absence, women and children were
used as workforce under the motto of “We won’t ask for anything, until the victory
comes.” They worked under harsh conditions for the country. Even when | was in
elementary school, | myself spent days collecting pieces of scrap iron and iron sand. |
used magnet tied on a string to attract any piece of iron from the side of the roads.
Does this really help making battle ships and airplanes? Even as a child | had a
feeling that my country may lose the war, but no one was allowed to express such
feeling out loud. Students were used as workforce instead of adults. Boys dug up
pine tree roots to make oil for the military use and made air raid shelters. Girls
trained with bamboo spear and fixed holes and buttons on the used military
uniforms. If | make a little mistake, the officers would hit me in the face. | cleaned for
subway trains cars, while training as a nurse at a hospital.

Back then, Japan was in the middle of invasion.Once Japanese military occupied
the places, they put local children in a cage and shot them in front of their parents as



a warning.The soldiers had to obey their officers’ command unconditionally;
otherwise they would have to risk their own lives. That is how the soldiers killed the
children. How would a human being feel under such condition? What do you think?

Let me share some more stories | have experienced after the bomb was dropped.
Countless people rushed into the aid station. They were all deeply burnt. Their
mouth were ripped, eyeballs were popped out, and their hair were all standing. They
were walking around with their hands facing the front waving like seaweeds. You
could not even distinguish if they were a man or a woman. The kimonos were stuck
into their bodies, and they were heavily burnt that they looked like zombies. | was so
scared seeing that scene and | ran around trying to escape. | was not able to cure
any one at this moment. After some time, | found my father. | realized, “l have a
family. And these seriously burnt people also have a family. What have | been
training to become a nurse for!?” After | came into realization, | made up my mind
and went back to work. | went to the military doctor and reported, “I am Michiko
Hattori. | will do my best to cure these patients!” He said, “You idiot! Where have
you been? This place has become a field hospital and we need you to start working
immediately!” At the aid station, | laid down the patients on to a straw mat and
asked their names, address, and their gender. | wrote their information on a card
and knotted it on to the matt. When | needed to give out medicine to the patients,
the doctors will say, “Don’t give shots to those who have no chance surviving. Give it
to only the ones who can be saved. Be especially kind to the soldiers and forget
about the rest.” From that day on, I've worked day and night for 3 straight days
without any rest. On the 3rd day, maggots started to crawl around the patients
bodies. Many died. They died just like an insect and no family members saw their
final moments.

Not all Hibakusha (the atomic bomb survivors) can talk about their memories of
the moments after the bomb. Let me share one case. After the bomb, there was a
mother who had her own child under the debris. The child was alive, but she could
not go help. She had to decide whether to escape from the fire, or stay and die with
the child. Those crucial decisions needed to be made. She decided to leave, but she
regretted her decision all her life.

People who experienced the nuclear weapon went through absolute hell. The
atomic bomb did not allow anyone to die or live with dignity. After the war, the
survivors suffered due to the fact that they were Hibakusha. In some cases, they
were discriminated against being a hibakusha and in other cases, they were isolated
in the villages they lived. Some marriage were cancelled because they were
Hibakusha. | started working as a teacher but | was diagnosed with typical Hibakusha
symptoms and was always in bad health. Sometimes, those symptoms kept me from
work and my coworkers, thought | am just lazy. The atomic bomb is used as a tool for



extinction. Any weapon that emits radiation will ruin people throughout his or her
life.

| believe the nuclear power plants have the same danger as well. Japan possess
many plants without the solution on how to dispose the nuclear waste, and yet the
government is trying to export the power plants to other countries. As a hibakusha
of the atomic bomb, | am ashamed of the actions the Japanese government is
taking.

That day, in Hiroshima, my 16year old body, have felt the inhumanity of nuclear-
weapon with all 5 senses. In order to realize my hope to never create another
hibakusha, | would like to continue sharing my testimony. As a survivor, | believe it is
my mission. Next year, in 2015, the NPT conference (Nonproliferation treaty review
committee) is taking place. In addition, 2015 is the 70th anniversary after the atomic
bomb incident. Now, the nuclear free countries are moving towards creating a world
without nuclear weapons under the belief, “the nuclear weapons should never be
used under any situation”. As a victim of the nuclear weapon, | would like to appeal
to “Never start any nuclear war! Abolish all nuclear weapons!” | want to cry out for
“abolition” with the people from all over the world hand in hand, no matter what
our ideologies or beliefs are. We have no other choice but “abolition” It is important
to learn and understand how the nuclear weapons, atomic bombs, radiation, and
the nuclear power plants can harm people and the entire world. Through that
process, | am confident that we can learn in which direction the we should walk
towards to create a peaceful world.

Thank you very much.
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